Appalling List of Recent
Crimes Shows Spread of
the [talian Assassin Society
i This Country---Fifty

Members

Are Pledged to Kill for

Gangs

W hose

Money Known to Exist.

HE amasing rebelations brought out by the trial at
Wilkesbarre, Pa., of thirteen men charged with
crimes committed as members of the Italian “*Black

Hand"” Society may well inspire laW-abiding American citi-
sens fo seriously ask the question: ““How far is this thing
What can be done to check this malign spirit of
coWardly greed for money that stops not at wiolence and

to go?

murder?’”

It was shown at the trial that there are not less than

Fifty societies of the ‘“Black Hand’" in this country., The
organization flourishes whereber there are a number of
Italians, draWing thousands of dollars from the pockets of
its victims and leaving in ifs course a trail of blood and

terror.

NLY eight years ago the

first letter of the Black

Hand made its appearance

in New York city. This letter, as
have all the hundreds that have been
written since, the
mand for money or the threat of
violence to the person addressed.
“Meoney or we will murder you!
“Money

contained de-

or we will kidnap your
children!” “Money or we will blow
you and your home to bits!”

These threats seldom fail, for the
victims, who are mainly Italians

who have prospered and have the

money to pay, have gradually
found out that the members of the
lerous band mean what they

vay, and will surely carry out their

hreats

] 11 unless the tribute is
promptly handed over. When the
Bivst letters were received they
~ere not taken so seriously. There

cranks of all classes who write
the Ital-
of wealth first to receive the

! reatening letters, and

ireaded Black Hand missives,

*h their rude skull and cross-
e+ drawings, paid little heed to
But they didn’'t let the let-
tevs go unconcerne for long.
w o
Threats Are Carried Out.

One after the other nearly all of
the threats were ¢ B A8
the letters said the One
N¢ }
+th
ha I
ba wn
int A bomb blew out th
fre of one victim's hot
‘homes and steres others 1

All these cri and
ers ke them ve been |
in New York and Brooklyr e
I four Yyears Only a few days
ag Viago Mardone, a wealth) [tal-
i was fatally wounded room
in PBErooklyn He had disregan d a
B k Har warning He f« hir
gelf secure Iin home, wit)
furniture backed against t}
doors and windows of his
¢ morning he was f r s bed

Tuy

with a bullet in his

" we
i =

Assassins Growing Bolder.

Gradually. despite the utmost ef
forts 2 1( LB .
dete they have cont
der ¢ growing bold

5 F ~e g
it store of
thelr 1 e front «¢
ra nore Hill esta
I ritese, of Pat
er N J was | ¢ WOoAuSe ne
wa en ) Lhe urderous se
CI
Kk, Hand ot the "
s SOCle v of rimir # Now operat
g 1 t is 18] | ar also
the Mafi e '
however, = only er
» et ire looking r rulers
ar Ists The Black Hand
" vérsopages for "
and r I=¢ 1 yusa S
t . | ,!1\‘ 0 SCOres "
Matia and aozens in the Reds
[ 4 "

How \'Iclim; Are Approached.

The marked victim generally gets
four letters. The t is signed with
’
Page Four
r
)

a single the second with a
double cross, the third with a triple
cross. and the last with a quadruple
cross. The m:~*'» follows unless
payment is prom, made after this
last letter is deliveied.

There is a lull between the first and
the second letters. Then it is the
of one of the Black Har

cross,

duty

> 80 to the

home of the man marked
bea i luction from
ne s 5t friends—prob-
hl mentioned him
the the first instance
roof f title to membership
The real s ect of the visit is left
Iniii Ar close
The t ’r broaches it
€X tic 1
is 5
aAn't §
¢
PE w
he must be very u
Black Hand people are versy ter
rible and might do awful things
Or

the heels of this visit follow the
Most of

drawing of the

letters these bear a2
Black Hand wit}

ng on the r. symbolic of

MHitle ©

organizati

The ring is

n the supreme leader in
) € reigned undis-
¥ g from arrest

still he directs his

parts of the

world

& notorious bandit from the fasi-

He went among

nesses of the Interior
the

poorer classes, inciting them to
better their position by making de
wands f sums of money from the
successful merchants of that city.
The first r npers of the Black Hand

were ar and the next branch
to spring f it was the much-
dreaded Mafia, but in the year 1880
those two organizations quarreled over
mone matters

It was at this time that Saggucenni

appeared on the scene and was quickly
heralded

28 a leader. At that time
Italy was poverty-stricken, and the
entire wealth of the country was in
the hands of a selected few. Labor-
ers were pald at the rate of 10 to 12
cents per day and were compelled to
toi]l from sunrise to sunset He got

plenty of converts

When Baggucenni first organized his
band of cutthroats in Palermo he sent
agents to all the smaller cities and
towne until he had completed his or
ganizaticn Each now it is es
timated that more than 1,000,000 francs
are wrung from the wealthy classes of
Italy,

Year

w P
The Soeclety’s First Vietim.

The first vietim of the Black 1
was Francisco Biss« X wealth)
edical student, w w?

After was 10
hand over the sum of 25
The young fellow was give
four hours in w
murders, and at the er
became known that ¢

ed the commar

1 next day he disap~
peared and his b« 8¢ ered
some n w {a
well with nging to the
Black Hand ed In s
right hand g letters
were then s parents

and at last in

were com-
pelled to leave 3

to an Italian he peasants still be
lieve that they ca herce and
pick up gold In the They als

know that there is torture here b
i 4 w gendarmes in secret dungeons, and no
= - system of passports and espionage. In
First Leade - .
ader a Banait. Italy, when a man is rrested and
About thirty.five years ago the so- even sentenced t imprison-
clety of the Hand was first or- ment only s to PP:\/\"
ganized in the of Palermo, capi- lally at j e & at the
tal of 8§ by Cappucia Saggucenni, end of ea e proves
. .
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 SOME OF THE RECENT CRIMES |

TRACED TO THE BLACK HAND |

| February 14—Residence of John| November 18—James Rosa stab-
S di Lessia a¢ 152 Twentieth street, | bed in his home in Trenton, N. J.
! Brooklyn, wrecked by bomb. December 4—Salvatore %Guil-
| Velirviry 35-<Hor, Chitisi e lano at 331 Stanton street, New |
ducah, a Catholic priest at Free- York, wrecked by a bomb. |
land, Pa., murdered. December Salvatore Ster- |
{ February 22—Mr. and Mrs. Car- | 107238 shot to death at 206 For- l
| man Riga, of 10 East 220th street, syth street, New York
[ New York, stabbed in their home. December 12—Frank Massa |
May 11—Carmine Lemmio killed | shot to death in his home in |
| at IF\‘T Navy street. Brooklyn. Bath Beach, while celebrating his |
! Mav 28-—Peter Gillio, i\:lt('hrr.'hir'h"a-“ |
i murdered in Brooklyn. | December 13 Bomb thrown in |
‘\ July 19—Donate Sarrillo shntbu"”'m')"Y at 502 East Twenty- |
| and killed at New Rochelle, X. Y. | ninth street, New York :
| September Convollo Pelli- December 13—George Rrucato, |
, cone killed at 2363 Hoffman!of 38 Stanton street, New York. |
| stree t, New York kidnaped :
| September 7—Joe Grasso killed December 16—Bomb thrown ia ‘
{ at Third and Goerck streets, New ‘rf’nr'n---y.r ot Mott street. i
\ ‘M"k, 104 .- 1
'i September -.\n'jrmu l‘«?':'. January 2P Mezetti, ;
| ':,HYX\ “\'U,.L“‘ Fast 106th of 139 Mulberry street, lured to |
) v & Jersey City and stabbed sixty |
% September 27—Tenement at 215! .~ |
{ Johnson street, Brooklyn, . Rk & o . l
{ wrecked by a bomb. " January 20—Building occupied |
| September 28—Home of Salva- hy an “:Il]i.lﬂ grocer at Oyster |
tore Campisi at 346 East Sixty- Bay wrecked by a bomb 1
| third street, New York. wrecked Jannary 30—Tenement at 342 |
1 bv & Bossb. { East Twenty-fourth street, New J\
| September 20—Joseph Restrifo! York, wrecked by a bomb. I
{ hacked to death with a hatchet| February 8—Judge Robert Cor- 1
! at New Rochelle tese, of Paterson, killed, and his |
i Octobee 12—John Roeeco and;sou, Robert, badly injured by an
[ Giovannsw Veterelli stabbed at 165 infernal machine sent by express: ;
1 Hester street. his office wrecked. !
| November 4—Tailor shop of! February 19—Bomb exploded in :
i Francesco Messina at 230 Bush-, tenement » East Sixty-first |
| wick avenue, Brooklyn, wrecked  street, New York, throwing 125
; by a bomb. | persons into a panic and wreck-
| November 17—Tenement at 33 ing the hallway. |
| Stanton street, New York,| April : Viago  Mardone, l
i wrecked by a bomb. | Brooklyn, fatally shot. !
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Sword of Damocles
By DR. MAX NORDAU.
URC 11 not ¢ er’
»
— v are placed » s
e harp spikes !
livuilge the
re flogged with
t nd spurts Screws are then
tted ¢ wrists, and, with the
inds closed, the pres s
t e bones in e
— nds an wrists re mos rus 1
e = w %
Silence Drove Him Mad.
they still contim
they are cast into a
an allbi for the day So hard bBlack Hand suspects mn ltaly They f feet beneath
pressed the Black wre first dipped into a salt water well, ground. There they
here suspended by the ankles. This oper- vater once a 4day x
There is a special inquisition for ation is continued for an hour. Then confined for three days, when
RN =S ——mae
42 3
'
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M n al fC nlinent in the Y
| e Moo ost Confine V
: By GARRETT P. SERVISS
) 3 s ofe
) —_— ¥
HE romance of lost Atlantis is found to be well based upon mechani-
outdone by that of a far greater cal laws, the question arose whether
ccntinent than Atlantis, w the earth might not still ex it some \
if cértain calculations ¢ mark of the great catastrop Such
trusted, once covered the € a mark, it was thought, might be
at present occupied by the Paclfic found in (he shape of a terrestrial
Ocean, and is now rolling serenely globe, and the vast basin of the Pa
through the sky in the form of our ,ific Ocean seemed to answer very
good friend of the night, the moon well to the appearances which a plan-
This is not the first time that the etary wound of that kind ought 1w
suggestion hn® been made that the present
moon sprang into being from the sits Starting with the assumption that
of the Pacific Oegn, but much weighi Professor Darwin's hypothesis is cor
has recently be.n given to this startl rect, Prof Pickering now shows,
Ing hypothesis !y facts and calcu by the collection of many known facts,
lations put forth py Professor Willlam that the basin of the Pacific possesses
C. Pickering. The whole thing might about the proper shape, situation and
be lledd 3 ‘Moot hoa . 1t T ,‘ . .
b alled a moot nax t for t rec ed to satisfy the conditions,
distinguished abilities and high scien m that
ded W 1SSumMme ne
tific rank of those who are responsibl. § 1
- S S ras originally the site of a vast g
for the hypothesis on which it is based st LK £ \] . e reconciled C of
ta mass .
The stor hegi wit} e he e - fvers tawr
vp«.tig-,l C\ 11‘.1\":}\” “H( ‘h}‘x,:::»i\.w Such a cont would have possess prised ;;zlq:;:: E
alculations of rofessor ling, 2 ower
= . - ed enough mat o form a globe ¢ came combined into organic - 8&iing, e
George Darwin, in when he o live gives the right to iive
proved that the moon w mn L+ part the size and de of the moon. Th on the mother planet, n domi 2 N 1
« he I as once a par . w € i tes the S
i Tl > el b - v moon s to be remembered, h or simllar conditions t —— ,u}ng .
the earth, and was separate from out one-eightiet? of the and A R with the infu s
it in a remote period in the past % 3 hoi . o ¢ Moon, hey 1t dominates s a
about one-fiftieth of the size eartt riven e 1 G . ) )
when our planet was still in g semi- ’“ ton ‘. " : . 'o\flth(‘ 'r"”’ given ris - gives to thelr destinies on thi
. . g he average density of the 3 yur s ¢
plastic conditien a was rotating °* . "”~ R ) S0, our € . that direction from which thes
with tremendous sp T'I.rw:lgh th= moon s about the same as that which may once (even If it e 4 . -
~ombined effecis of centrifugal forcs the rocks of a continent like the one de- no longer ) creatures akir ! S _‘ = h gis-
» f nirifugal g 2 h 9 . a & on or nter-
and the tidal action of the sun, a Scribed would have possessed in physical the inhabitants ol Sates i
portion of the earth’'s mass was sepa- According to Professor Pickering's of the we hey bandoned e -~ ')< by
" -y - 1 arpness OT! Le part ’ mercs - ]
rated from the main body. The sepa- View, the earth had a practically solid )ong before their birt nsclous - - - n |
rated portion, in consequence of what ¢rust at the Ume when the moon was istence SO
d . nsequenc x : . nt sntality ay 3
Darwin calls “tidal friction.” then be- thrown off, while its intericr was either An item catastrophal his- umenialily may wipe its
X 3 " " 2 g 1} destructi« of s
gan gradually to retire from the earth actualy liquid or simply maintained in which t ly to the e destruction of a
in a spiral curve, at the same time a quasi solid state by pressure and t the Pa- inteiligent maa will know that
" " . S il aa o . cific Ocean lown becau it did not 1}
oncentrating undér he effect, of ready to become liquid as soon as the - - down Dbeca t
concentrating “. ‘).4‘ flect = ahedld Lo relisved e Nearly a icanoes and power to
gravity into a globular form pressure should be relieved. At a critl- [ 0006 5 the eart are those ext
globe thus Tormed hecame the moor cal moment the centrifugal force oper- closely ass vith the great cirel subaaa s Sils o
An g P “ fe great circle prevaiied at ¢
As soon as Darwin's hypothesls was ating upon the vast Pacific continental of its davelopment
SHINGTON TIMES MAGAZINE May 12, 1907.
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